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2d Epiſtle of Paul to the CORINTHIANS, 
4th Chapter, Part of the ad Verſe. 


* 


—By manifeſtation of the Truth, 


commending ourſelves to every 5 
mans conſcience in the | 951 9 
, God. = 


Tag is a pearl of ineſtimable value : 


OPS 1 


to all rational intelligent beings ; an | 

object agreeable to the mental eye, . 
as material light is to the eye of the body 
The former ſerves analogous purpoſes in the 


we ——ů— A - 
RESELL —— — — 
* 
N = 
> PY 1 


moral world with the latter! in the natural; it j ; 
is a neceſſary ingredient and means of rational = 
piety, of virtue and. felicity. 2 

" 1. | The 

f 5 

9 

I 

F 

j 
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| The phone. the improvement atidrtanifar 
tation of it has been a great part of the employ- 
ment of the nobleſt creatures from' the Bogin. 
ing of the creation, as the enjoyment to which 
it leads, in the application, has been and muſt 
be the principal part of their happineſs. 

It is evidently a conſequence of the origin, 
nature, - connections and end of ma com- 
pared, that his chief good muſt ariſe from 
certain objects, exerciſes and enjoyments in 
diſtinction from others, and therefore muſt 
be obtained in a certain courſe and ſtate. It 


NF is neceſſary there ſhould be an agreement = 
_  betweeh the faculty and the object between t 
27 the nature, means, and end of things. hb 
| On this foundation ariſes the * t. 
of collecting the leading principles of relig | a 
virtue, and art into a ud Bien, for The p 
information and guidance of inexpatienced K 
Neats; to guard them againſt error on the b 
one E's and to quicken them to à fwifter 1 
progreſs in the paths of rectitude and happi- te 
neſs on the other. | v 
There is a true and right in practice as well tl 
as in principle—Of this intelligent beings ih h 
all ages have been ſenſible, and probably ib all a 
worlds—They have both fought to know,and 2, 
rejoiced to ſee the reaſon and Fheks of things ; 0 
and felt the obligations of virtue,and religion. le 
It was in the contemplation, of and confor- w 
mity to truth, that the Morning- Stars Were 4 
engaged when divine Power and wy 7 Hi 
aid 


a | 74 Ld 


— 
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laid the Wunszstiömt of the eartli, and ſpread 
out the canopy of heaven -T hey looked on 


with the higheſt admiration and applauſe, 


and all the Sons of God ſhouted for joy. Iu 
this Angels were employed for ſèeveral ages 
in a manifeſt intercourſe with men. 
In this Patriarchs and Prophets exerted 
thenaſelves i in the ſeveral periods of antient 


time. It was their ardor for this, which diſ- 


tinguiſhed the Sages of the heathen world, 
and has handed don their names to us at- 
tended with the ornaments of fame and glory. 


— They penetrated the bowels of the earth; 


they ranſacked the ſurface; they climbed the 
higheſt mountains; they travelled from region 
to region, to behold the productions of nature 
and art, to converſe with the wiſe and ex- 
perienced; and to collect all the fragments of 
knowledge human and divine which had 
been diſcovered by mankind, and to increaſe 
in wiſdom and ſcience: While with reſpect 
to things above they were ready to exclaim, 
who ſhall aſcend up to heaven, to briug down 
the ſaving knowledge of the Moſt High, and 
his counſels concerning man; for the earth fea 


and ſkies ſay, It is not in us!“ 
It was therefore in generous pity to a world 


of loſt bewildered men, deſtitute of the know- 
ledge of the moſt intereſting; truth,and tocom- 
municate and inforce it; that our divine Lord, 


a Ray of his Father's glory, came down from 4 


heaven to enlighten every man that cometli 
24 into 


— 


0 \ 
| 
1 
„ 
J J 
0 
— ; 
1 
ö 
4 
* 
: 
1 6 
i q 
* 
l L 
od 5 
* 4 
4 
= v 
ry 1 
1 
| 4 
' . 
3 ITY - 
A 
* : 
= i f 
D - 
I 14 
* 
= 
E 
=_ 
l 5 
1 
9 
CPS. 'S 
* 
= 
\E 
N 5 1 
* L% 1 
' . 
. 


| fy the body of Chriſt ; until we-come in uni- 


AC owvention- Sermon. 


into the world. —Polleſſed of a perlec idea of 
all truth, its excellence and importance, he bore 


a moſt convincing teſtimony to thoſe which had 


previoufly been revealed, and to thoſe which 


he uttered in his Father's name; particularly 
by his ready, chearful and univerſal ſubjection 


to all poſitive and moral precepts of the law, 
And his firſt diſciples and miſſionaries, having 


beenendowed with hisSpirit, received the truth 
in the love of it from him; which with a 
fervent charity to mankind, they communica- 
ted and diſplayed in all the glory and weight 


they were able, with the greateſt freedom, ſin- 


cerity and zeal. Highly privileged in this above 
their ſucceſſors, that they had the Spirit of wiſ- 
dom and revelation to lead them into all truth, 


and to ſecure them from all material errors. 


I may add, that a deſire to know and pro- 


pagate truth for its own ſake, and for the hap- 
Py effects it tends to produce, in oppoſition 
to the miſeries which reſult from ignorance, 
error and vice, has raiſed up advocates ſor it, 
under the influence of heaven, in every ſuc- 


ceediog generation. Eſpecially has a reve- 


rence for the authority and promiſe of Chriſt, 


and for apoſtolic example, engaged chriſtians 


in the exerciſe and ſupport of the paſtoral of- 


ice, to turn men from darkneſs to light, to 
warn the unruly, to comfort the feeble- mind- 


ed, to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to the weary, 


to teach every man in all wiſdom, and to edi- 


* 


4 C orvention-Serms. 9 


* of faith and ſpirit; and of the love and 
knowledge of God, unto o the dane af perſe 


men. 


What 1 art further, i is, to illustrate and 
apply the preſent ſubject under ſeveral propo- | 
Gtions agreeable to it, VI | 
I. Tzar a ſincere and ardent love: and 
extenſive knowledge of the Truth are 
very important miniſterial qualifications. 


II. Tur great diligence, devotion, cau- 
tion and impartiality are ordinarily ne- 
ceſſary to attain this extenſiveknowledge 
of it, and to preſerve the ſame in our 
own minds in proper readineſs for im- 
reer and communication. | 


m. THAT it is requiſite we uſe great 
- Precaution to manifeſt Truth when 
found, in ſuch a manner as will recom- 
mend it and ourſelves to every mans 
conſcience in the light of God. 


J. Tak a ſincere. and ardent love. and 
extenſive knowledge of the truth are 
very perten miniſterial qualifications. 


Before I offer the illuſtration and oroof of 
this point, it will be very proper to ſay what 
# intended by Truth, ce in this diſcourſe. 

. 


5 To ＋ Corvention- Sen. 
Teber in the abſtract, of i Erith f 


9880 is nothing mort nor less than this, viz, 
the very nature and ſtate of things as they are 
in themſelves and related to one another; 
of which'a percipient fationar wHinli; having 
Teas and obſerving their agreement or diſa- 
greement, forms ᷑oncluſtens eren to 
chat nature and ſtate. 


"LogicaF Trauth, as exiſting in Ae rind 5 


is the conformity of our ideas and” ſenti- 
rents to the nature and fate: of things. 
Truth in practice is the conformity of our 
affections, words and enen to thoſe ideas 
and ſentiments. 


"Ethical is ſome what Gferent fbi b6th ab- 
tract and logical Truths; it is 4 pelakation of 


them, and coincides: with the great law of 


ſincerity amotig' imperfect moral” beings— 


that being ethically true, in which we join 
thofe relations, attributes, or properties Which 


appear to us to belong to any 2 no whe- 
ther they really do ſo or not. 


But it ĩs revealed Truth which is pabeip ally 
intended in the text. And both in the ſpecu- 
lative and practical ſenſe, it appears imme- 


dately important för all in common to love 


and to know it.— This may be argued from 
the nattre' arid reference of it, the manner 
in and means by which it has been communi- 


cated to the world; and becauſe the contra- 


ry diſpoſition is a proof of great depravity; we 
can Wer calt an higher reflection on the 
ü Author 


er f . is: io 


— 8 


a by. 


— 
* 7 
wry rs 


* 


A 
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Author of nature, than to ſappoſe he Ever 
made an intelligent creature, with an innare 
natural ayerfion or indifference to trutk. 

I conftars; but have not time now fully 
to examine and diſcuſs it, that there is ſome- 
thing inconſiſtent, in the very nature of things 
between intelligent moral capacity and an 
averſion to Truth as ſuch-; yet by a fubver- 
ſion of the order of nature men may become 
prejudiced againſt or blind to the truth. And 
as to reyealed Truth in theory, if we do not 
love it we ſhall not be diſpofed to ſeek for 


it, nor to receive it when it meets us and 
confequently ſhall not be poſſeſſed of the 


knowledge of it; and being deſtitute of the 
truth, ſhall be carried about with every wind 


of doctrine, and may be given up to believe 


lies, as the Apoſtle to the Theſſalonians 


intimates, 2 Epiſ. 2 Chap. 10—12 v. WhO 


gives us to underſtand, that the not having the 


love of truth argues an abandoned ſtate and 
character, in the utmoſt danger of deſtruction. 
hut the chief importance of this kind of truth 
ariſes from its influence upon and neceſſary con- 


nection with temper, practice and happineſs. 
All religious error is of ſome conſequence in 


this view Some errors are fatal Truth alone 
will lead us in the direct courſe and peaceful 
path; it cannot produce, if purſued and im- 


proved, any final bad effects, but juſt the 
Fcomratys 8 1 e 4 08 
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The mazes and miſeries of error are innu- 


* one miſtake puts us in the way of 
another, and the end of all is often ruinous; 
and if thoſe who are ſet up as the lights of the 


world, as the guides of their brethren, are 
ignorant and erroneous, the effects will be 
bad in proportion to their influence and the 
nature and degree of their miſapprehenſion; 
If the blind lead the blind they 5 ſhall 
fall into the ditch.” 


ba 1 the circumſtances of men in 
oO > heir - neceſſities, avocations, labors, 


Ips, and the difficulty there is in 


the broken parceis of their leiſure time to 
gather up and apply the Truths of God, it 


might I think be eaſily ſhown, that what by 


the conceited Greeks was called the fooliſhneſs 
of preaching, is indeed the wiſdom of God; 
and that the Goſpel miniſtry executed by the 
rules, and in the ſpirit of its Author, is the 
beſt practicable method we can think of, for 
the diſcovery, manifeſtation and influence of 


'Truth—eſpecially as this method doth not 


- cancel the obligation every one is under to 
examine and judge for himſelf, as far as he is 


able, by the helps he enjoys; this each indi- 


vidual ought to do, both on account of the 


fallibility of his guides, and of the neceſſity of 
making Truth his own, by believing it on its 


Proper evidence ſought for and obtained. 


There may be a degree of preſumption 
that the * are right in the main, but 
: it 


oy 4 Ls 


* 


. 
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1. is a greater degree of preſumption, and in 
the bad ſenſe of the word, to take things 
hereupon for granted without ſerious inquiry. 

However ſo much dependance is exerciſed 
on the underſtanding, knowledge and fide- 


lity of teachers, that it greatly concerns them 


to know the Truth; conſequently to get 
and keep a mind open to evidence, and to be 
diligent in the purſuit of it, with a ſincere diſ- 
poſition actually to embrace and conform to 
it when diſcovered; © if any man doth 
the will of God, he ſhall know of the doc- 
trine, whether it be of God“ or not. A 


vicious heart oppoſes many Truths; blinds 
the mind to them, and is inconſiſtent with a 


ſpiritual diſcernment and reliſh of them. 
He, ſays one, who would acquit himſelf 
* ag a lover of Truth, muſt do theſe two 
„e things, which are not very eaſy nor very 


* common. He muſt not be in love with 
* any opinion, nor wiſh it to be true before 
“he knows it to be ſo, and then he will not 


% need wiſſf it; and he muſt try whether 
the principles he hath adopted be certainly 
true or not, and by what rules he may 
wg 1 oy N ok them.“ e N 

It was ers to by ſhowed ante this 
had that extenſive knowledge of the Truth is 


"I * 2111 


a very important qualification for the mini- 
ſters of Chriſt: But what may be neceſſaryto 
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With equal or perhaps greatar adyantage hf 
der; ahe.next,., tg, which therefore. I bn 
ebe via. 3, a 11 4 rt 101 noq vs 
1151989 i S>21thmngsb tour ot 179% 611 
H. Tu great diligence, devotion; cau- 
19111 tion Sd, impsrtiality are ordigsrily = 
1992 ce ry togttain thigextenſiveknoywle 
5d 0 ang go Preſerve: the ſame in — 


Minds in ipropęr geg dineſs for imprgue- 
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-+oThe:truth of this propolitiqn,will gppoanþy 


A  *enſiderings;) to i 10% Sul 


Fux s. The, yery narrew Jimits- of dhe 
human underſtanding i in early lite, With the 


o progreſs of it towards maturity, and the 


Varlo11s byalles; diſorders and 4emprations to 
which-we are liable and ſpþjeR, which arę apt 
o lead vs aſtray, from the path of; truth, and 
prejudice the mind againſt it pr at lepſ.ropger 
Us. Appen do lit. 1011 1e 1 
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Segen pL v. The üntricste manner in 
nich many divine iruthe are delivered in 
e ſeriptures— their extent, ſublimity and 
pirituality — with the appointed Way ef arriv- 
ing at a clear and extenſive knowledge thereof, 


and of maintaining 1and IG 1 
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much pn the growth and vigor of his body, 


with his connefhions and opportunities. He 


mult have line upon line, precept upon pre- 


cept, precept upon precępt, ine. upon line. 
As we, ar pc without . 15 1 — 
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c ehe and from the early as — 
= itrary, Aſſociations of our ideas; and hav- 
ing both words. and things to learn amidſt all 


the infirmities of nature, the prejudices, ſuperſti⸗ 
tions, enthuſiaſms and evil influence of the 


world; and not only wards and things in our 
own times, but! in times and places far remote, 

wherein the. circumſtances, were vaſtly diffe- 
rent from ours, we are liable to a multitude 


of ee unleſs we ue ,grgat cir- 
pos dz end ſhal ſcarcelyauriye in a long cure 


n,. for which;every.ons is not dif 


of years; al a Clear full conſiſtent compreBelr 
fon of che truths of revelation.-Eſpegplly 
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able! prejudices againſt others, pride and 
ſhame preventing the acknowledgement of 


our: Ignorance by ſeeking information, the 


fear of man, and a doubting hefitant diſpo- 
ſition indulged, are all ſo many impedi- 
ments lie in the way, and are bars to our 


attaining eaſily the knowledge of the truth 


In the requiſite degree. 
How ſbon will a man peade himſelf, 


who is not mainly inffuenced by a love and 
veneration of the trüth, that it is not worth 8 


while to examine and judge for himſelf; 
leſt he ſhovld be obliged to differ from 
thoſe with whom he dwells, and thereby 
loſe eſtèeem and intereſt among them, and 
bromote diſſentions and every evil work. 


hus he is expoſed to ſacrifice truth t 
a falſe peace. Such perſons are tempted to cul- 


tivate thoſe maxims, however groundleſs and 
unreaſonable, which encourage them to take 
things as they find them prepared to their 
hands, upon a preſumption that they are 


5 to avoid the trouble of trying all things, 


removing thorny objections, and e 


their cteed perhaps, and their party too; 
while they will riſk the charge of total abſor- | 


dity, and the guilt of all the ill effects flowing 
from the encouragement and e of 
error. 


WR Wider of common life where objects 
are daily before our ſenſes, it is not likely we 


e be much * about them ſo far as 
relates 
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telates t6 their general nature and uſe — But 


many of the objects of religion; yea the lead- 


ing principles df it lie remote from our ſen- 
fitive view. Tlie ſcenes of the promulpation 
and of the moft ſtriking evidences of it were 
exhibited in diſtant ages and countries, 
which are difficult of acceſs. —— There are 
thoſe , who are willingly ignorant; © there 
are who dare not venture abroad ſeſt they 
ſhould be loſt. Beſides, examination ſeems to 
imply doubt and they would not waver, for 
this Is a dangerous ſtate.— They mult embrace 


ſome tenets or other; it is but a due reſpect 


to their country to vie the received notions 
of truth with candor.” They perceive ſatisfac- 
tory evidences of this and t particular; they 
venture then to believe thar all are right, or 

at leaſt will take them for granted until the 


conttary appears. When their minds and their 


ears are habſtuated to them, and they have 


ſtood long upon a ptecarſous foundation, they 


are apt to grow ſecure; it muſt, needs be an 
irkſome labour to enquite after wards whether 
theſe things are true or not- what a dread 
ariſes of being diſturbed with doubts !- of be- 


ig ſet on float, and not knowing when 


or where” we- ſhall land. It muſt be very 
diſagreeable to tell the world, we took up 
principles at a hazard, and have been impo-- - 
ſing on 'ourſelyes until we can do it no lon- 


ger. However an ingenuous mind would - 


prefer this to à contihuance in error, by neg · 
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leQing chat, examination which, God. and 
Conf lence, demand 9152 en e ee 
"It ſhould" there off "From very. Important 


to thoſe who „are def gps ed 59 be teachers ter 
ſigion,. that they: 1 1 te be ancited! to great 


dit iges Wi ehe in their 
purſu} uit ot truth ag ey, 1 omed 


1232 * 


. ko. l ]& 1 Hoping. Fen: de wary , and a as 
Valio 11 8 E cxceed ing 1 5 ful t, ſettle in 
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rheir minds Clear and dit: in 10 of all they 


emp W. their. Teal ain and { COMe ! nal | 


. detefninawon upon. 1 Their abſt tract. e 


formed With, eat accuracy, both, with 
rhomſelxes, and to. the na- 
ture Abd. een of religion and morality. 
Ia order ig. this We, ſhould critically attend 
i th 061 5 whickexcite: Our particular ideas, 
an 1 80 Fact as « poſlible from, the gri- 
1 0 VE 135 uſe. ouelves. to, trace the : 
Wence of a truth thro” a long, train of 
cee toms remote princip es, and to 
Serge. 18 „Connection z ta, turn. 4 fabject on 
5 Je; upd. 31 be de 1 By by the, force 
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From thefe fources; the inadequateneſs 
of our particular ideas the want of extenſive 
ſtudy and obſetvations- the arbitrarineis of 
our general ideas the diverſity of them in 
different perſons - with party prejudice and 
intereſtariſe moſt of the oppoſnion and ab- 
ſurdities in mens opinions and conſequent 
practice. They are apt to give a ſuperficial 
glance they are intereſted they are impa- 
tient they make a haſty judgment and if 
there be an error here in the firſt concoction, 


it will de carried thro' all the circulatibns,” 


and produce the ſymptoms of diſeaſe. 
Lt is obſervable; ſays a great Writer, 
there are many people wo are of confide- 
rable ſtudy and thought, and feem® defirous 


of the truth, who yet make no great advan- 
ces in the knowledge” of it, © becanfe they 
confine themſelves to one ſet of vo pany 
books and notions,” and are averſe to ſee or 


hear any ſuggeſtions out of the narrow. circle 

they have determined to walk in they are 
afraid of error if they do-<hwve cantoh'd out 
a little Goſhen to themſel ves in the intellectual 


world, whete light ſtuines aud, as they con- 


clude, day bleſſes them, but the reſt of the great 
expance they giye up to night and darkneſs, 
and ſo. avoid coming near it. They have 
pretty traffic with. known correſpondents in 
ſome little creek, and are dextrous managers 


af the wares and products of that corher with 
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4 venture out into the great occan- of know- 

1 ledge, to ſurvey the riches which nature has 
4 ſtored other parts withal.” » - 

4 We ſhould be well verſed in the chapter of; 

| prejudices, their nature and eſſects, that we be 


not overcome and entangled thereby at una- 


| wares or do not admit them without diſtruſt 
lj PDheſe motes every one is quick to ſuppoſe in 
= his brothers eye, which proves: Wn are 
. common ſome where. 

f As children and i ot truth e 


we ſnould often bring our principles and 
practices to the teſt to ſee how: we came by 
them; what evidence we have of their truth 
and tectitude, or whether any; and by what 
tenure we hold the one, and can * 
the; anthers” ©: tn ow 1 
But ſome may be: ready. to e upon 
- theſe propoſals What impious and daring. 
* arrogance mult it be, to call in queſtion a 
ſyſtem, or particular principles, Which have 
long been taught and received; and that, by 
far the better part of mankinldęꝰ?!· to | 
It is acknowledged theſe are confid@ariotis. 


which ſuggeſt diſſidence and modeſty ; but 
tl as the beſt of men are fallible. there can 
[ be na impiety in examining the proofs by 
: Which truth is ſaid to be ſupported, and 
== what foundation there really is for the be- 
1 lief of it. We may etamine the grôunds 
and evidences of a truth, and not doubt 
; ii whether it be a truth, not lo at leatt as to 
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fuſpend the practical improvement of it: 
It is however a nice point in this imperfeck 
ſtate, to exerciſe ſo much caution and impar- 
tiality, as to receive things as true juſt ſo fat 


as authentic evidence. appears for them, and 


fairly to lie open to con viction of error Where 


we have. received it for truth; aud yet to 
hold what we apprehend to be truth with ſo 


much ede tent 48 not to ** remiſs: in 


ee ye vor to attain an e 
een of the- truch, I ſhall n 
72 (21%: i i. T6. 1354 SHS Cs Fw. | 
SECONDLY. The intricats | manner. in 
which many divine truths are delivered in 


the ſcriptures their extent, ſublimity and 


ſpirituality with the appointed way of arriv- 


ing at a clear and extenſive knowledge there- 
5 of, and of maintaining and eee em 
n FP world. = 1 


The Bible is very Aifſorent Bon all other 
books in this as well as in many other reſpects; 
viz, that the precepts of it ariſe generally out 


of the occaſions on which they were delivered, 
in nature and time very diſſerent, and appar 
_ rently accidental. Ie s doctrines lie ſesttered 


about in a rich profuſzgngike the productions 


of nature z the moſt unſkilſul hand can gather 
from this ſtore what, may ſupply bis neceſſity. 
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and the left e mankind have rehſon to 
Bleſs that goodneſs and mercy which has pro- 
vided for thoſe who have neither leifure not 


15 e to digeſt a hole ſyſtem.” -© 


But to ſee and to ſnew that the ſeemingly 
unconnected parts do unite in one great plan; 
and to eg in ſome large meaſufe the 
geſigus of God Almighty, whieh originated 
In MO, began to'berunfolded ja time, are 


ge yancing-flowly by various and infumeras+ 


le opetatlonꝭ rhrough*the ſeyeral periods of 
the world towards a conſummation, after 
the laſt rounds of time are finiſhed; and the 
great Drama is ſhiſted ſtom earth to heaven; 
iu the execution of which deſigns, countleſs 
agents, of different capacities aid charatters, 
in different ways, and in different per 
have been, are, and- wil be emplayed; 


trace the ſpirjt which has run through — 


ſevetal diſpenſations of revelation and provi- 
dence ; to underſtand the reference - of one 


| diſpenſation to another, as ſupbriot, ſubot- 


dinate, and ſubſervient ; to mark the diver- 


ty of anguage; vhm, geniosin/ſycceſſive 
ages; co adjuſt 'the ſeeming inconfiſtences 


which cheſe differences haye Sctaſianed; an 
to point out the nds of thoſe errors which 
have got place in the world under the cloak 
of revelation :; tobe able tru w to ſtate the 

A to each its 
proper place abd metent; 26! exhibit its 


{anions and W in their full force and 
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and ignorance, wh imagine that che Whole 
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be diſcoveted of Was in fact, eve r been To, 
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the ſake of enjoyi 22 the light and liberty of the 
Set te words I mean of that renowned 
Paſtor, Mr. Robinſon, which their hiſtorian 
ſeems to have | low-fat: ag a valuable treaſure, 
He charged us, ſays he, before God and 
his bleſſed Angels to follow him no further 
than he followed Chriſt ; and if God ſhould 
reveal any thing to ys by any other ipſtru- 
ment of his, to be as ready to receive it as 
ever we were to receive apy truth by his 
miniſtry, for he was very confident the Lord 
had more truth and light to break out of his 
joly word—he took occaſion miſerably to 
wall the ſtate of the reformed churches, who 


Were cgme to 6 eriod in religion, and would 


au the e of their 
E. G, the Lutherans, would 
not bedrawn to 89 beyond what Luther ſaw. ; 


go no. farther t 


far whatever part of God's word he had reveal: | 


ed to Calyin, they had rather die than em: 


brace 1 it. And ſo, ſaid he, the Calyiniſts you 


lee, tick where he left. them. A miſery 
much to be lamented.; . for tho' they. were 

recious mhining lights in their times, yet God 
kad not revealed his whole will to them; and 


7 were they now alive, ſaid he, they would be 
as ready to embrace further light, as that they 


had received Here alſo he put us in min 


of our church covenant, whereby we engaged 


with God and one another to receiye y hate ver 


light or truth ſhould be made known to : 


kroch; Bis Alken ward. But withal e 
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ofthe u to take heed what we received for tru 
wned BY and well to examine, compoſe and weigh ir 
torian with other {crjptures before We receive it. 
aſure, For, ſaid he, it is not poſſible that thechriſtian 
52d world ſhould come .o lately our of antichriſ- 
rther tian darkneſs ,;_ 2 that, full perfection of 
ould BY knowledge ſhould break, forth at once.” 
ſtru- Words,  fays the learned. Mr. Prince, 
it as almoſt aſtoniſhing in that age of low and 
| Bis BF univerſal bigotry which then. prevailed in the 
ord Wi Engliſh nation, wherein this truly great and 
his learned man was capable of riling into a noble 
7, 0 Wh freedom of thinking and praftifing in religious - 
who Matters and.eyen of urging ſuch. an, equal 
Muld liberty on his. people, * 1 eee 


| e nne BY is 3s / IT "#* > to 3435 
+ Many progfs might he brought out, 
{criprures theralelyes of ch& am 
dweir plan and. it's reforence 7 


of beings and other ; worlds —and that it Was 


ea ves It to human art and 1nduſfry to prepare, 2 

mctlodize and apply them. zo ple; fair is ih - 
3 confiderable. degree in the. moral world: 

q n in doing our part there. is danger” of 
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any regard ts the general Jefigh 
as Po and the connection in whic 15 
ſtand; to draw doctrines from them 0 
donfiſtent With the ſpirit of chriſtianity: An 
or weakneſs to build concluffons on the meer 
found'of words -withour any ſüpport in klei 
ſenfe. Hence ariſe in a great mezföfg the 
perptexing ertors, the dangerous, and abfurd 
Ab Sch? divide thechriffizn word into 
1 15 ”atidefigape'theth in the moſt 5 
Ind Unchriſtiaß apiri{bſities—rhe teachers df 
religion mould Keep a very watchful eye oh 
In this eee = d like faithful and 3 
Complimed güldés in the mof inrefefting Fe 
thro' an enemies country, 55 
A8. de da ber acgdainted with” She. b 
Rar an that perflaps hot the WA ffs wii 
ren, ne fo be liable to be ſürß N 
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f Ye. Paule 12 6 > - oh erte f lite "a 
de pervetted in che 
as le was the Apoſtle. 5 the Gentiles, af 

refers to cuſtoms and ſentiments Amon * 5 
Which we ha ye not the meatis of noni ſb 
ExaRly as we have thoſe among the Jews; 
Luk a5 he was uctunted by a moſt ardent "Tel, | 
chat 
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that gave the ſtrongeſt colourings to· his-fub- 
jects, thre him intb parentheſes within 
parentheſes, and ſo intangled his ſentimenes 
that ſew/ are able to: unravel>themiand yet 
on theſe words bur, n be” 33 1% mr 
ſyſtems have been raiſed!" what Goctrines 
aſſerted l what confidance aſſumed i and by 
virtue = them che 00 Tee 


* 37145 1 Fbürchet, 1721 2 4 O7 9 ns is 18 


Dein ie Y n, 25 141 400440 
: Weliveliwandge * kings wherein 
* is peculiarly important ow feveral accounts, 
for the miniſters of Chiiſtꝭ to under ſtanu the 
ſubject bf religion in chor aseI AS practive; 
to underſtandꝭ che ſeripturos in ac mtical man- 
ner, with the evidences .whichfupport chem, 
andithe/ ſtate bf retipiow aud of mankild in 
the ſeveral uges of thi>Chrbroh,! 91% 211001 A - 
For as friches and leffure ibereaſeg they 
give opportunity: forliteravure; and im fevoral 
reſpects tend to licentibuſneſs. The moſt 
e inquiry and cuaſare are ao do Phe 
ſubtil mataphyſidian and benv ier the teldeſt, 
the wildeſt': enthufiaftpeiithe: moſt 1ablutd, 
weak andtimorous rotaryofſ dperſtiriong=<rhe « 
Deiſt. ih ſhort. ever mam of at ſenti ments 
ſoever; uhasbergy! to proach them h the 
World, inc whar-drefs- he pleaſes; to ſeduce, 
per vert: or win over'rhewveaker ſort, he are 
apt to have mens perſons in admiration. t 
prejudice chem unreaſonably againſt ee auõ,n ; 
ther, and in many cafes againſt the truth itſelf, 1 
wi | ; Objections = 
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Objections againſt Chriſtianity at large, < or 
13 particular doctrines of it are hatched 
out of materials, which require great depth 
of ſearch, extenſive knowledge in hiſtory, 
language, manners, philoſophy, and addreſs 


0 metaphyſics properly: to expoſe.-;/ -- 


Even in our own land many have great 
opportunities: for ſtudy and examination, Who 


ate not devoted to the ſeryice of the ſanctuary; 


opportunities beyond many who are thus de- 
voted; there are, who are diſpoſed to cativaſs 
doctrinss and ſyſtems with great freedom, and 
to urge difficulties in their full ſtrength; while 
they are ſlow to admit the evidence of revela- 


tion, or of the doctrines we generally ſuppoſe 


to be contained in ie. 
All publications on ane ather Gde of the 


Adearic are ſoon handed over hither, errors 
are imported as well as truths - hereſies will 
ariſe . muſt ariſe, that thoſe who are approved 
may be made manifeſt; and unleſs ch 

ſters of the goſpel are pretty thoroughly verſed 


e mini- 


in their buſineſs, and are able to give a reaſona 


ol their faith and hope, they will be expoſed 


to reproach and contempt from men who will 
be capable of doing them much miſchief, and 


if they loſe their reputation, their uſefulneſs 
will be at an end. Vea ſome may be brought 
to totter ou their ſoundation, if not driven 


entirely from it, after they have been long 
e in vehalt of ne py CEE 
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0d avoid this ſcandal, and maintain their 
round with proper dignity and advantage 
- to their cauſe, the miniſters and difciples 'of 
Neſus, muſt look well to the foundation and 
The ſuperſtructure they build thereon-muſt 
e ware of implicit faith on the one hand, and 


„ or 
ched 
pl 
ory, 
e 


by Sur Wibertiniſm or: ſcepticiſm . on the then 
g h they be not intangledand expoſed by admitting | 
yu s the groundleſs comments and fanciful gloſſes 
if which have often been put on the ſacred text, 


Ko ſerve a turn, or | thro! ignorance ; and 
hich are apt to be perpetuated by a reve- 
rence for ſounds and -preſcription. $0365 

It is not to be concealed that it hath fared 
vith the goſpel as it did with the law, both 
ave been made void thro” traditions, and 
he various weakneſſes and corruptions of 
1en who have been at work in the n 
ages and circumſtances of the church. 

But how have weak and aſpiring men gone 
to work todisfigure the beauty, and corrupt the 
implicity of goſpel truth? Lanſwer, agreeable to 

hat was hinted in part before, by neglecting the 


ivaſs 
and 
yhile 
vela- 


5poſe 


f the 
rrors 
will 
oved 


m_ plain declarations of ſcripture(which are by far 

* nt he moſt numerous) as of ſmall weight, and 

n 4 corring chiefly for the ſupport of their ſyſ- 

2 ems to thoſe paſſages wherein is ſome difficult 

are and indeterminateneſs, which may have va- 
* nous gloſſes put upon them without the full 
glare of abſurdity : Paſſages which admit the 


xtra vagance of imagination, or the quibbles 
83 2 * the moſt apparent 
0 i violence. 


long 


30 


violence. Hence it hath been remarked, that 
men of 4 myſtical caſt af mind have been 
partieularly fond, when deſigning to diſcourſe 
on ſome ſuppoſed guſpel doctrine;! of chuſing 


a text out of the prophets or types, the ex- 


preiſions of which are indeterminate and al- 


low:ſcops: ſor fancy, play upon wards, allu- 


ſtons, and a train of igments, which: ſerve to 


datken counſel, and ohſtruct real chriſtian 
knowledge and ediſication. This method is 
juſt as inadequate and improper, as it would 


be to attempt to obtain the dimenſion of a 
man by meaſuring 8 f ſhadow rather than 


nus body aſk Ae 


＋ he date for webs Bo. 45 1 
ſical: ſchool dividity among many readers 


great attention and ĩmpartiality neceflary; in 


thoſe miniſters of Qbriſt w hO would maintain 


the truth in it's ſimplicity, and detect the de- 


- ſiciencies and ſophiſtry to which the votaries 


of! the one and the other of theſe ſorts, of 


1 ſpeculations are enpſed, and which tend to 


petvert the minds of men. from the goſpel 


of truth, Tlie frequent | cautions given by 
St. Paul to the Coloflians, to Timothy and 
Titus, on this head, are not without impor- 


tant meaning, and are directly applicable. 
True, philoſophy is an hand · maid to divinity ; 


but it muſt bo ſrue : and it muſt be only an 
hand- maid: For whenever it aſſumes the 
. +: 82 1 goſpel; it is no mare an hand- 


maid, 


r 35 


maid, but a; miſtreſs. But W not be 
employed, in caſes, whereto it...doth: Net agg 
ly.. F dee « ſcience falſely ſo called 
11 debaſe and, adulterete ppre religion, 
With neſpe& to metaphyſicks, the Apgltle's 
Caution concerning, ſtriſes about words, 
vain, janglings, and. perverſe, diſputings which, 
miniſter queſtions rather than, godly, edit 
ing; .ſhould be a memento, to u, when N 
find.ourſelyes, falling. into this track: Many, 
things in tha epiſtles of St. Paul wan refer 
to the diſputes of individualgamong the ſevęral 
fects of the philoſophy, ſchools, of that day, 
after they had ꝑrofeſſed diſcipleſhip to Chriſt, 
which ae diff Pe a his exact 
meaning; Cs 
Some ditiogions. indeed we mult, wake, 
the difficulty, is: to know; where to ſtop. The; 
beſt preſerxative from exceſs, 38 opprehend. 
is to poſſeſs our hearts with a lively ſenſe 
of the, diſtinguiſhing arne ſpirie hic 
breath, thro” the whole, Book ef God, which, 
we cannot but catch, if. we paruſe it With 
openneſs of mind, daſining: the ſinoere milk: 
of, the word. By this method, on compan! . 
riſon, we may pretty rœadil determine when: 
wan haye,;got;heyand, the, line, tho we ane, 
not able to ſhow, exactly, whereinz/ nar-tac 
combat chem with their wm weapons 
Etſpocially could, wer bg; jealoug of theſe: 
principles which-obvioully lead. us ta this con- 


claſion, chat Wer. aii moral evil. 
3% © pe OL 
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7 i geſert in? the world, in the ſenſe ia 
renking have all along imagined; and 


which is everywhere ſu Se in the ſacred 


Writings. None indeed that can offend God 
any other way than the natural impetfectionl 
of the creatures doth, that is, none that can 
offend him any more than their not being 
abfelutely perfect can be ſuppoſed to do. 
None bir God may, yea muſt Ant the proper 
cauſe and authof of, and this“ conſiſtentiy 
with! perfect and unchangesble rectitude, 
truth, and holineſs. 0 

„This appears to me to be the effect of | 
metaphyſical reaſoning, upon things but 
partially underſtood; upon falſe hypotheſes; 
and mechanical principles; the tendency of 
ſuch concluſions, whether the advocates of 
them are aware of it or not, _ evidently . is 
to Deiſtn,” and Seen if hot te Atheiſm 


| itſelf. n . c ep 


14 must further add; chat the fniportanes of 


wh" great caution” and diligence appears, 
from conſidering the nature of man, and the 


neceſſity reſulting therefrom of continual 
habitval care in order to preſerve and cultivate 
a lively ſenſe of the truth in our hearts, for 
our oB uſe, and for communication to 
others. We ſhould heedfully' endeavor to 


retain the things we have received; „ leſt at 


any time we let them flip-;” and loſe the 
ical influence of them on our tempers, 


0 lives: W this * beſides our 


own 


\ 
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byn loſs, we ſhall not be in readineſs to manifeſt 
and urge the truth, upon proper occaſions, 
with that freedom and cordiality, which 
will in the beſt manner recommend it. 
We have great reaſon, at this day, to bleſs 
God, that by means of his ordinances and 
officers, and the attention which hath been 
given to divine revelation, in it's ſeveral parts 
and views, great improvements have been 
made in the knowledge of it. And from-what 
hath been already effected, it is a natural pre- 
ſumption, that the more it 1s ſtudied, the 
more will © the manifold wiſdom of God” 
appear in it, and that it muſt have been the 
production of him, who is © the ſame yeſter- 
day, to day, and forever.” Men have 
been excited to look back with great care 
into former ages, into thoſe when, and among 
the nations where, the principal actors in 
the affairs of divine revelation lived ; cuſtoms, 
doctrines, advices, warnings, and rites have 
been compared, and by an accurate know- 
ledge of the original tongues, advances have 
been made in ſound criticiſm, - on the ſubject 
of ſacred literature. It muſt at the ſame time be 
confeſſed, that great colt and labor are neceſſa- 
ry to purchaſe, and to be fully acquainted with 
what hath been very uſefully written in this 
way: And there are thoſe perhaps, who would 
ſpare themſelves the pains of entering theſe 
extended fields of enquiry and diſcuſſion, 
by pleading their poverty; or incapacity, or 
b C the 
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the ſmall importance of chefe enquiries, ad 
would be contented to goyund it in the beaten 
trak, without examining the country thro 
which it lies. Bat ſuch will be ſcarcely able 
to recommend ebriſtianity, or themſeſves, to 
one of enlarged knowledge. Beſides, ſuch is 
the nature and genius of chriſtianity, that 
the proper method of defending and propa- 
gating it, is not by filencing objections; with 
fines and cenfures; and crowding down 
creeds and confelions; upon pain of eternal 
puniſhments ; and requiring an implicit ſub». 
miſſion. to the authority of the church, or of 
ſynods; but by underſtanding the truth, al- 
ſerting it, and offering the proper evidences 
which ſupport it, and ſhewing how God 
their Savior will look upon and treat thoſe, 
who deſpiſe and reject it: By convincing 
gainfayers, in he wing them the i impertinence, 
the weakneſs of their objections; and that 
it is want of knowledge rather than the poſſeſ · 
Gon of it, Which is the grand cauſe of moſt 
doubts and cavils: By inſtruct ing in the meek- 
neſs of wiſdom, thoſe who oppote themſelves; j 
and by exerciſing patience toward all men.” 
I confeſs this is hard work. Theſe weapons 
of our warſare are difficult of acceſs, and not 
eaſily to be uſed alone, if uſed at all. wor 
what ſhall we ſay ?—Chriſtianty admits of 
no other ; it condemns the uſe of carpal 
weapons. But thoſe men, who are of warm 
and eager tempers, and have an high opin 25 
| * O 
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f « 
of themſelves, deſpiſing others, have always 
been for. more ſummary coercive meaſures. 
Such is the feyeriſhneſs of our paſſions ; ſuch 
the infirmity of qur underſtandings, and pain 
of application, that we are liable to be 
tranſported by contradiction and provoca- 
tions; to be prejudiced by ſurmiſes and jea- 
louſies ; and to ſlide out of character, in the 
management of controverſy; to be enraged, 
When the evidences and doctrines of reve- 
htion are canvaſſed with deiſtic freedom. 
Indeed it is a ſubject of juſt lamentation, 
when we conſider from what diſpoſitions, 
principles, and motives, the ſeverity againſt 
it ariſes. But we ſhould not ſoon grow deſ- 
perate ; for great good may come out of this 
evil, „I think,” ſays a writer of diſtinguiſhed 
learning and judgment, I think with plea- 
ſure of the illuſtrations and proofs of chriſ- 
tianity, which have ariſen from the ſcrutiny, 
which hath been made in conſequence of the 
objections againſt it. And we may reaſonably 
hope for more of theſe effects, the more 
unbelievers, go on to exert their. efforts.” 
Revelation in general, and chriſtianity in 
particular, will bear the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny; the 
more they are examined, the brighter they 
appear; and the more ſtrongly do they re- 
commend themſelves to the credit and enter- 
tainment of ſenſible and honeſt men, as 
faithful ſayings and worthy of all accepta- 
tion :” In £98. CONES, have juſt cauſe of 
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joy and triumph; and by able, and learned 
defences of revealed religion, againſt ſceptics 
and infidels ; and deeper reſearches into the 
true ſcope and ſpirit of it, theſe occaſions of 
glorying are daily increaſed. As there are 
truths behind truths yet probably to be diſ- 
covered, we ſhould /earch for them, as they 
will, when known, undoubtedly illuſtrate, and 
clear up dark paſſages, and give a more ge- 
neral conſiſtent and engaging idea of the word 
of God. New thoughts are often ſuggeſted, 

and freſh light ſtruck out, by the colliſion of 
parties in the eagerneſs of controverſy, which 
are improved by the ſtudious and watchful 
to very good purpoſe. _ 

But to return; 

Even the firſt diſciples of chi were 
impatient of this reſtraint. They were un- 
der, what has been, from the nature of man, 
but too apparent ever ſince in the church and 
world, the influence of a ſanguinary diſpoſition. 
Men in ſuch a temper think themſelves warrant- 
ed to call heaven and earth into the controverſy 
againſt thoſe, who are wicked and abuſive to 
chriſtianity and its advocates. But if we reflect 
a little, we ſhall percetve that ſuch methods, 
as the force of civil power and worldly 


advantages, cannot help chriſtianity. The ſe- 
cular arm only brings it into ſuſpicion, cor- 
rupts its ſimplicity, and tarniſhes its genuine 


luſtre. It claims to be received and main- 
tained, on its own weight and evidence; 
| : to 
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to * propagated by 3 and perſua- 
ſion, by recommending itſelf to the beſt 
apprehenſions of mankind. It pretends not 


to force its way, by attacking their natural 


liberties, or by doing violence to the under- 

ſtanding; bur by ſhewing its excellencies 
and advantages, as they appear in the tempers, 

lives, and enjoy ments of its true friends, as 
well as in the ſyſtem of doctrines and morals 
it contains. _ 

The /pirituality of the e is another 
quality of them, which renders a ſincere love 
of the truth, and great caution, ſtudy, and 
devotion, neceſſary to the attainment of 
large degrees of divine knowledge. I am far 
jrom thinking, with ſome miſguided people 
who give the reins to fancy, that there is a 
ſpiritual meaning in every ſcrap of hiſtory, or 


genealogy, in the ſacred writings; and that 


every trope and figure of the old teſtament 
had a ſpiritual ſenſe; and every utenſil of the 


legal rites, a typical deſign, in addition to th 
| literal, But that deep things of God, and 


matters relating to the intellectual and moral | 
world, are contained in the holy writings, 
couched. under words, which primarily re- 
preſent ſenſible and earthly things, in which 
carnal minds are apt to reſt, and overlook the 


ultimate reference, I readily grant. As I do 


farther, that by an undue attachment to: ſen 
ſual objects and enjoyments, and the. influ-, 
ence of falſe maxims built thereupon, and thro 


C 3 the 
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the low ſordid turn of mind contracted 
thereby, they are prejudiced againſt, and 
do not apprehend that glory, eonſiſteney and 
intereſting nature of the ſpiritual truths of the 
goſpel, which are diſcerned by thofe,: whoſe 
underſtandings are cleared and enlarged, 
their affections in a degree refined and exalted, 
and their wills brought under the influence 
of reafon and religion. And therefore, with- 
out the cultivation of the intellectual and 
moral powers, and the fanctifying influence 
of the holy Spirit, human minds cannot Know 
and relifh them as they 8 
And yet it can't be inferred, 1 thitik, 


from any thing which has been faid, that a 


man muſt be a genius, & critic, or à labo- 


| flous Rudent. in order to by , We to fal vation. 


acquainted with the eſſential kroch of religi- 
on, Which it is natural to prefurne lye in 3 


natrow compaſs, tho“ chriſtians differ when 


they come to enumerate them, and are far 
from agreeing how to ſettle. the canon of 
fundamentak. It is however probable, that 
among thoſe principles which they bold in 
common, are to be found the eſlentials of 
religion. But without the precantion and 
application before- mentioned, men will “build 
wood, hay, ſtubble,” on the true foundation 
(if they will build at all) and they es 
will de " beg o as by fire.” e 
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| Thus I am introduced to the laſt article 
d = wherewith I am to cloſe the argument, under 
d which I am to urge the ordinary method of 
d = arriving at a clear and extenſive knowledge 
- of religious truths, and of maintaining and 
* = propagatingthem in the world, aun evidence 
l, of the point in hand. | 
3. We do not now ** receive the knowledge 
50 | of the truth“ by a divine afflatus, and im- 
. mediate communications from the Spirit of 
4 God, as did. the Prophets and Apoſtles ; but 
= by the! enlightening, directing. fanRiſying 
"6 influences of chat Spirit, exciting us to, an 


aſſiſting us in, the purſuit of truth, while we 
ufe the faculties, means, and ſuggeſtions 
afforded us. Philoſophy; experience and 
natural religion -concur with revealed, to 
| | convince us that God teacheth man know- 
_ ledge” He hath made us capable of perceiving 
evidence and truth; hath in our very natures 
implanted a curioſity and thirſt for know- 
ledge. In parental authority, affection, and 
experience, hath laid a foundation for our 
inſtruction in early life, ds well as in the 
obſervable changes and circumſtances of the 
world around us; hath opened. to us the 
volumes of his works and counſels, contain» 
ing the evidences of his God- head, and the 
hiſtory of his providence and government. 
And while under the old teſtament he encou- 
raged prayer, and declared the neceſſity of _ 
man's. Ay to him for inſtruction and 
e am 
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uidance, he hath been more explicit, if 
poſſible, under the new, which is emphati- 
cally a ** miniſtration of the Spirit.“ And it 
1s only in the way of fervent, ſerious, perſe- 
vering prayer to the Father of lights, through 
the Mediator, that he would lead us into the 
knowledge of truth, and guard us againſt 
error and all undue: biaſſes, (in concurrence 
with the application which hath been urged,) 


that we can expect to make the noble 


acquiſition here recommended. 

In a word, the caſe js the ſame with ſcrip- 
tural knowledge, as with reſpect to that of 
natural things: If we do not ſeek and ſearch, 
knock and aſk, we ſhall not make advances 
in it; and conſequent! y muſt remain ignorant, 
or be miſtaken. Proy. 3 


There js a great variety of ways Wberein 


God can and probably doth ſeal up the in- 
ſtruction of men, in things of great impor- 
trance, while they are honeſtly eines to 


know his will. „ | 
He can cones! mens 8 more rea- . 
dy of apprehenſion where divine things are 
concerned, than they would otherwiſe be.— 
He may awaken and bring into view a dor- 
mant latent idea, with - unuſual energy; at- 


tract the mind's attention to it; and give 2 


perſon ability and inclination to trace it's vari- 
ous relations, ſo that a luſtre before quite un- 
5 Eon ſhall be FRY " it, while preju- 


lies 


19 


| diſhoneſty, not walking 
handling the word of God deceitfully; but 
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dices are ſuſpended, or diſſipated.“ Tr 


But I muſt haſten to the third and laſt 


general head of diſcourſe, which, was to ſhew 


What is implied in the Apoſtle's aſſertion 
with reſpect to his own and his brethren's 
conduct; and that it highly demands the 
imitation of their ſucceſſors in the ſa- 
cred, miniſtry. - By manifeſtation 


of the truth,“ & c. 


al F 


But what does the Apoſtle intend by this 
expreſion ? The whole verſe runs thus, 
„We have renounced the hidden things of 
in craftineſs, not 


by 


14 „ L 
+ Says Mr. PRrox, in his celebrated charge, very pertinently 
to my purpoſe, © The God whom you ſerve in the Goſpel of 
his Son,” will with pleaſure behold your ſober and diligent 
purſuits after knowledge; by his good Spirit preſerve you 
from deſtructive error, and lead you into every teh neceſſary 
to ſalvation. The ſecret of the Lord is with them that fear 
him, and he will ſhew them his covenant. The meek will he 
guide in judgment, and the meek will he teach his way.” Be not 
- content with your preſent attainments in knowledge, or holi- 
neſs, but be daily growing towards perfection. In order to this 

converſe much with God and your own ſouls in the retir 
exerciſes of devotion. Secret Prayer is an expreſſion of piety, 
and alſo a mean of improving it. This enobles our nature, 
refines the foul, and ſoftens the mind into a forgetfulneſs 
of wrath, malice, and every turbulent, diſquieting paſſion : 
By this, the heart is kept in good temper, holy. reſolutions 
are confirmed, and the graces of the Spirit are awakened, Then 
your clear and- rational conceptions of things will qualify you 
to repreſent religion in a juſt and engaging light to others. Low 

will always be prepared to unveil ſpecious errors, and defen 
the Goſpel; with judgment, honor, and ſucceſs. You will 
be more ſolicitous to gain men to the truth as it is in 
Jeſus,” and to ſubſtantia] gogdneſy, than to the little peculiaxitieg 

feels and parties.” 5 
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ed away with every Wind of docttine“ Which 4 i 
he Apoſtles, in brief; acted in his Piece, F 


4 awakening pathos and winning addrefs, with 4 


fouls of men, - which the importance of the 


| word appear to have habitually on their minds I 
a fotemn regard to facred. 28 by their dili- 


; impartial opennefs to receive it upon its own il 
| pro per evidence, whenceſoe ver it ſhall be pre- 
len 


elaring i it, and alledgivg the arguments which 
convince them of it; by avoiding bold and 
extraordinary aſſertions, when they are not . 
 fatisfied of their verity ; and by guarding e 
agaiaſt every thing, Which dene tis | * 
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had ſaid, we have diſcarded all indirect, un- 
Worthy, -itfihcere deſigns, which: will not 1 
best the fight of God, and whieh' diſhonett Wl 
men who regard other things more than the 
truth Are guilty of; by neglectipg ko ſearch . 
For it; and allowing themſelves to be * carri- 


"blows towards à favorable quarter. 


with that ſerious and confelentisdt regard to 
truth, that ſincerity, itn paftiality; plainneſs, WM 


"that apparent compaſſton and love ko tlie A 
thing required; and which was beſt adapted Bi, 
to impreſs and edify their hearers : In all 
which reſpects their example | ſhould be copied 4 


by their followers. __ 
It is requiſite that the miniſters of God's 


gence iu the purſuit of it; cheir caution leſt 
they or others. be im poſed on by error ; their 


ted. to them; by their faithfulneſs in de- 3 


* 
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if be | integrity, in the * ſervice of Bins! who 
t, un came down from heaven to bear withefs 
1 not che truth, and to diſpel the darkneſs and 
nonelt 1 _ which involved men as loft ſheep: in 
an the ee ſnares of deſtruction, and corrupted ther 
ſearch om true Umplicity. If we act in this ref 
carri- WW ct as in the ſight of God, other 
which Ben judging as in his Ogtit wall deR and 
plaud us. | 1019 07 
It is manifeſt, much depends on out ſpirit 
3 ud air while we are employed in the ſervice 
indes, f truth, in reſpect of recommending it and 
- with ſ 25 Perſelves to others. A ſpirit of ſolemnity, 
0 tlie Farneſtneſs, ſincerity, condefcention, caution, 
5 che WE andor, and bene volence, is highly befitting 
lepted ne ſucceſſors of Chriſt and his Apoftles:iSt. 
In al aul gives us, in a few words, the fub- 
copied ect and manner, where he recommends, 
WF ſpeaking the truth in love. Men's naturgl 
Wcinpers differ very much, it muſt be corifelled, 
and will peceſlarily influence their tnerhod: of 
ddreſs; but à common eye will diſcerh thro 
ill theſe differences, whether love be tie 
8 ling affection, or not. It will be ſeen in 
IE Boanerges, as really as a Barnabas; and where 
it is wanting in either, it will tend to bar the 


nnd of the hearer againſt conviction, - exhor- 


2rvice, Wl 
ard to 


God's il 
minds 
ir dili- 
on leſt 
I ery 1 


In de- 2 


ul ation, and reproof, and leave it in à ſtate of 
d an 3 indifference or diſgaft. "Thoſe Who gte 
re vor geſtitute of charity will not „ commend” chem- 
8. WF {elves long, but appear to be what they are, 
“like FRE braſs,” and tinkling cymbal 
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I therefore add, that the teachers of the] 
truth, if they would recommend themſelves 
and that, to man, muſt practice it, practice 
agreably to what they teach, and thus let 


the light ſhine. in their lives, exhibiting the 
beauty, excellence, and bleſſed tendency of 


the doctrines they inculcate. It is by *ſceing i 
our good works” that men are to be induced 
to glorify God together with us. 
It is alſo a point which ought carefully to 
be attended to, by public teachers of religion, 
that they accommodate themſelves, in lan- 
guage, images, and method, as well as in 
the depth of their argumentation, and refine- 
ment of their metaphors, to the capacities of 
their hearers; agreably to the example oſ 
the great Teacher ſent from God; and 
improve the various occaſions, which in 
providence occur, to rouſe vp men's minds, iſ 
.and excite them to deſire Informations. and | 
improvement. 
Ic merits particular notice, that the Land 
Jeſus, that great Prophet of our ſalvation, 
who gave inſtructions in ſuch perfection, as 
no man ever did beſide him in his- diſcourſes, 
imitated (ſo far as human language could 
imitate) the dignity and ſimplicity, the uni- 
formity and variety of nature. He inſtrudts 
his diſciples, by frequent and various alluſions F 
to it, in the animal and vegetable world ; 
in the ; courſe of human life; appealing , 
"their common principles and experience. 
4 poing 
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of the points them to the ravens and the lillies ; to 
(ſelves the ſower and the reaper ; the growth of 
-aCtice grain and the whitening harveſt; the inter- 
us let mingled weeds, the ſprouting branches, the 
ag the opening foliage; to the tendrils, and ripen- 
icy of ing cluſters of the vine; to a ſhepherd divi- 
ſeeing ding his flock, anda King going forth to war. 
duced Min a word, when he intended to convey ſome 
memorable inſtruction to thoſe about him, he 

ully to drew a picture of ſome part of nature, and 
ligion, required them to look upon, and find out its 
u lan- meaning.“ { 7 wp | 
2 But 


as in 
refine- | 
ties of WY 1 © The manner of Chriſt's teaching,” ſays Dr. Law, © was the 

moſt eaſy, and natural, that could be imagined : He generally 


ple of Graus his doctrine from the preſent occaſion, the converſation which 
* and paſſing, or the objects that urround him: From the moſt com- 
, ? mon occurrences, and occupations': From the time of the day: 
ich in he ſeaſon of the year: The ſervice. of the ſewiſh ſynagogue, or 

ine heir ſolemnities; from ſome extraordinary accident, remarkable 
minds, Places, or rare tranſactions, and the like: All which topics he 


finely, and fully illuſtrates in his reflections on the life and cha- 
racter of Chriſt. But they are too many for a note. See Dr. 
Benſon, Dr. Duchal, and Dr. Hunter on the life of Chriſt : Lamy's 

Harmony; Doddridge's Expoſition on John VIII, XV. et alibi ; 
etſten de interpretatione novi teſtamenti: Grotij commentarium: 
\ewton on Daniel, page 148, Note (a) ; Macknight's Harmony, pre- 
iminary Obſervations 12, 2. In Jortin's diſcourſes we have an ex- 
elleat ſummary of inſtances to this purpoſe, and the proper im- 
provements to be made of them. In the ſpring, ſays he, our 
davior went into the fields, and ſat down on a mountain, and made 
that diſcourſe which is recorded in St. Matthew, and which is full 
df obſervations, ariſing from the things which offered themſelves 
to his fight, For when he exhorted his Diſciples to truſt in God, 
he bade them bebold the fowls of the air, which were then flying 
about them, and were fed by divine Providence, tho' they did not 


n, and 


> Lord 
vation, 
ion, a8 
-ourles, 
could 
je uni- 


Iſtructs 


luſfions Wow, nor reap, nor gather into barns, He bade them take notice 
world; of the lillies of the field which were then blown, and were ſo 
g beautifully clothed by the ſame. power and yet toiled not, like 
ling to the buſbandmen, who were then at work. Being in a place 


e. He whence they had a wide proſpect. of a cultivated land, he bade 
—— 


points 


them obſerve how God cauſed the ſun to ſhine, and the rain to 
| | | | deſcend 
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is clearly in 


folly of caſting precious things to dogs and ſwine ; of good 
meaſure preſſed down, and. ſhaken together, and running over, i 


Tore, te his difeiples; ye are the llgbt of the world; a city that i 
is on a hill cannot be hid; it is probable that he pointed to a city 
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But I muſt not enlarge: Vet I cannot 
conclude, without offering a few reflection; 
upon what has been ſaid, as 


1. We may fee the great miſtake thoſe are 
under, Who think a due degree of knowledge 
in the truths of God an eaſy acquiſition and 

ſeon made; that the work of the goſpel 
N 19512 ot 61 . mniſhy 
Ce a re A en Ell 
under ſeveral images ; ſpeaking of good trees and corrupt trees; 


of knowing men by their fruits; of wolves in ſheep's clothing; 
of grapes not growing upon thorns, nor figs on thiſtles ; of the 


— 


Jpeaking at the fame time to people, many of whom were fiſhermen, i 
and hved tr uch on fi, he ſays, zvhat man of you well give bis fon (i 
ferprot, 7 he aſe a' fiſh Therefore when he ſaid, in the ſame dil. 


ithin their view, fituated upon the brow of an hill.” And when 
He called them the /alt of the earth, he alluded, perhaps, to the 
buſbandmen, who were manuing the ground: And when be 
compared every perſon, who obſerved his precepts,” to a man who 
built a houſe upon a rock, which ſtood firm; and every one, who 
flighted' his word, to a man who built a heuſe upon the ſand, 
which was thrown down by the winds and floods: When he uſe i 
this compariſon, tis not improbable he had before his eyes, houſe: i 
ftanoing upon high ground, and houſes in the valley in a ruinou 
condition, which had been deſtroyed by inundations.— And at the 
time of the paſfower, alluding to it, he ſays, John V. 24: He the 
zeareth my word, is paſſed from death unto life. 80 when he 1 
poke of the fig-tree, which had borne no fruit for three years—it i 
alluded, perhaps, to the time he had ſpent in preaching to theJews.' Þ 
Ec. ſee Dr ä diſcqurſes ; page 213, 416: From all this i 
infer'd, that a careful attention to time, place, occaſion, 
circumſtance, poſture, &c. in which our Savior ſpoke, mult be 
neceſſary in order fully to comprehend the pertinenoe, the forte, 
and beauty of his difcourſes ; which ſhould remind us of the alloy: 
*ances that oughr in juſtice to be made, for the uncouthneſs df 
ſome things in them, at this day, from our unavoidable ond: 
of many fuch minute circumſtances; and make us ſenſible of the 
value of thoſe authars, who throw ſo much light on ſeveral paſſ 


ges of feripture, by attempting to fupply them,” by ſuggellin 


The probable circumſtances and connection of things. 
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miniſtry. is a light. work; and that ſmall 

ions MY abilities, learping, and application are ſuf 
dient ro quality, us for it, bree is an 
41210 honeſt heart. Hear how the Apoſtle Paul ex- 
ſe are preſſes himſelf, and labors under the thought: 
ledge Epheſians III, S rII. Unto. me, who am 
n and leis than the leaſt of all ſaints, is this gracs 
goſpel given, that I ſhould preach among, the. gen; 
iniſtry tiles, the unſearchable riches of Chriſt : And 

5 to make all men ſee, what is the ſellowſhip 
ked an BY of the myſtery, which from the beginning o 
pt trees; (the world hath been hid in God, who create. | 
lorbin? all things by Jeſys Chriſt ; to the intent that 
of gol now unto: the principalities and powers in 
baren, heavenly places, might be known, by the 
e church, the manifold wiſdom of God, ac- 
yy chat i cording to the eternal purpoſe, which he 
g we BY purpoſed in Chriſt. And who is ſufficient 
s, to te for theſe things?“ 2 Cor. 23 16. Grace indeed 
dan v is not entaild upon great talents. of nature; 
ec or upon learning and ſtudy ; but how dath 
n he vl it appear Where there is not knowledge? 
1 8 It hath. been pretended by ſome weak and 
nd at il prejudiced men, to vindicate their own errors 
ben te and preſumption, that learning is a needleſs, 
. and dangerous thing in religion ,; that God 
all his WY hath no need of human abilities and agquiſiti- 
855 ons for his work: But as Dr. South tmartly 
the ec obſerves. uponſuch fooliſh fancies, ** God hath 
aneh e much leſs need of human ignorance. and 
Fr te nonſenſe ;? and therefore theſe: imperfections 
ral paſſ may Very well dee upon er excuſed 
ee from 
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from his public ſervice; at leaſt,” as having 
no particular call to undettake it. But to 
diſcuſs this point with our untaught itinerat- 
ing brethren, would take up too much time 
at preſent. 88 

2. We may infer the wiſdom, Lind piety of 
our fore-fathers, in eſtabliſhing ſ{hopls and 
colleges in this country, wherein might be 
depoſited and taught the wiſdom of ages ; 


and the beſt human helps enjoyed for culti- 
vating the love, and attaining a knowledge 
of the truth, which when attended and ſanc- 


tified by the grace of God, lays a foundation 


for extenſive uſefulneſs to mankind; and ſpe- 


cial ſervice for heaven. May thelr generous 
benefactors be encreaſed, and rewarded; and 
every advantage be enjoyed and enlarged 
in them, of inſtruction in all branches of uſe- 


ful knowledge: You will obſerve however, 


J do not ſay that a college education is abſo- 


_ Jutely neceſſary; but this I ſay, a learned educa- 
tion is ordinarily very expedient ; and in general, 


the advantages for ſuch an one, are not to 
be enjoyed elſewhere, as at an academy, of 


univerſity. If a liberal education ſhould be 


diſpenſed with commonly as one qualification 
for office, we might ſoon expect to ſee the 
decline of literature and the growing ſymp- 
toms of ignorance and barbarity. It will ne 
vertheleſs be remembred, that it is not paſſing 
thro' a ſchool or college, which furniſhes a 

nan with extenſive knowledge; but im- 
8 proving 
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proving the helps there enjoyed. I wiſh the 
abuſe or neglect of thoſe advantages, by ſome 
who have © had a price put into their hands, 
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to get wiſdom,” but not an heart to improve 


it, had not gi ven occaſion to the weak: and 
prejudiced to be offended ; and the ilbdiſpoſ- 
ed to ſpeak reproachfully of learning in gene- 
ral: But woe unto them by whom theſe 
te enn nn an 3 


ts 2-18 large abilities and knowledge are 


requiſite” for the due and moſt beneficial 
diſcharge. of the high. and arduous office of 


* manifeſting the truth,” this conſideration 


ſhould ſerve as a caution to all, who have the 


diſpofal of youth, and the introduction of 


candidates into the facred miniſtry. For if 
raw, weak, ignorant, or preſumptuous per- 
ſons are eucouraged, it will bring a ſtain up- 
on the miniſterial character. It is cauſe of 
lamentation; that ſo few, who have fortunes 


and the beſt means, with a good natural 
genius to make large advances in divine 


knowledge, incline to the ſacred function, and 


that it is left ſo much to thoſe, who ha ve not 
1 the intereſt and opportunity neceſſary, for 
this purpoſe; for ſuch is the taſte 'of multi- 


plying churches, that in this infant ſtate of 
the country, it is next to impoſſible they 


ſhould be able to furniſh thoſe, who engage 


in their ſervice, with an income ſufficient 
It therefore the miniſters of the 
D | goſpel, 
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muſt uſually go without them. 


deſire are apt gradually to abate, When hes 
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goſpel, have not means of their own, they 
There is one 
thing, however, I would beg leave to recom- 
mend to my younger brethren, which I cannot 
but think might be of great utility, and which 
I have long wiſhed to ſee put in motion; 
namely, that they would aſſociate, and invite 
the aid of the affluent among the laity, for 
contributing to the purchaſe of, public 
libraries, conſiſting of the beſt helps extant, 
for the cultivation and advancement! of all 

chriſtian, and other uſeful knowledge. Theſe 
might be put under ſuch regulations, as to fur-· 
niſn out ample means of improvement, i 
and motives thereunto. It would tend to 


continue and increaſe an acquaintance with 


thoſe ſtudies and authors, which have exci- 
ted a. deſire and hope of large improvement, 
in a courſe of education; which hope andi 


and opportunities fail. Upon the whole, af 
man who is pot ſerious, honeſt, and virt uous, 
is by no means properly accompliſhed to pui- 


ſue and manifeſt the truth in the beſt man- | 
ner. The great deſign of divine revelation ß 


to make men wiſe and good, and to raik WW 
them to a ſtate of greater perfection. And un- 


leſs wiſdom and goodneſs are united in the 
Paſtor, his character has an eſſential fla w. Let 


us then, with all our endeavours, ſeek that 
wiſdom from above, © which is the principal 


8 8 And God grant, that What has non 
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been ſaid, may quicken us in the love, pur- 
ſuit, and proper © manifeſtation of the truth, 25 


till we come to that world, where we ſhall 


not © know in part,” nor r propheſy in part,” 


but © ſee as we are ſeen,” and *knowas we are 
known; thro” Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be glory 
in the Church, ages without end. 


LME N. 


ER RAT A. 
P. 15. 17. read in reſpect of perſons and things. 


- 6, read—1mpediments which lie. 
I. 9, 10. in our practical regard to it. 
25. I. 2. for compoſe r. compare. 
I. 13. r. philoſophic. 

1. 17. r. for ſuch Saen r. which concluſion, 
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